Growth and Function               247

mischiefs and also as to the cause of them. When a
law is made declaring conduct widely practised and
widely regarded as innocent to be a crime, the evil
consequences which arise upon attempts to enforce
it are apt to be viewed as the consequences of the
forbidden practice, and not of the attempt to sup-
press it; and it is believed that the true method of
avoiding, or doing away with, these consequences is
to press the efforts at enforcement with increased
energy. But when a mistake has been made, its
consequences can not be avoided by a more vigorous
persistence in it. The best means of inculcating
caution in this employment of criminal legislation
is to have clearly in mind its evil consequences.
The species of criminal legislation to which sumptuary
laws belong furnishes an apt illustration of them.
Take, for instance, the case of laws prohibiting the
manufacture or sale of intoxicating drinks. The
evils of drunkenness are so manifest that great
numbers of excellent people are impressed with a
conviction that some measures must be taken to
repress them. The first efforts in this direction were
a resort to what are called moral methods. The
attempt was made to arouse a public sentiment so
strong as to prevent men from indulgence, and
discourage the sale of the mischievous article; but
the results of such efforts are generally too slow
and gradual to satisfy aroused and earnest minds.
Besides the desire of doing good, the selfish determi-
nation is formed of carrying out a purpose, and the
purpose comes to seem so important that no inquiry
is made concerning the means except to consider what